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July 7,2004 

.. 2 

Chairman Mjchkl Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: W C  Docket No. 03-133 

Chairman Powell: 

The FCC should not impose new access charges and fees upon prepaid calling cards. If y& 
move to increase the cost ofthese cards, you will simply drive up the cost for miuority or 
disadvantaged hdividds to stay in touch in their communities. 

.The Latino community is particularIy sensitive to any price increase for p p a i d  calling cards; 
approximetely 43% of Latino households use them. Indeed, half of the households with incomes 
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. Re-paid calhg cards are SO prevalent in part because 
they save consumers money. 

With gas and milk prices already holdiag frxad and low income consumers hostage, we should 
not be faced with rising telephone service wsts as well. In particular, many low-income 
households who are on fixed incomes depend entirely upon prepaid ,service because they cannot 
meet the creditiating or hefty deposit requiremeats that local pbone companies insist upm before 
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers ~ r m  make caUs k r n  payphones or the telephones 
of family members and neighbors. We can use these cards to stay "conneoted" as we look for 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the other daily appointments that we all have. 

I simply find it unimagrnabb that the FCC would impose new charges and fees on these cards. 
Some of the nation's largest telephone companies would be the largest beneficiaries of such 
charges. The FCC should stnnd np for consumer intern over &parate gain by keeping 
affordable prepaid calling cards a priority. 

Sincerely, 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps u 
Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperm 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Dooket No. 03-133 

Chairman Powell: 

The PCC should not impose new access charges add fees upon prepaid calling cards. If you 
move to increase the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the cost for minority or 
disadvadtaged individuals to stay in touch m their communities. 

The Latino community is particularly sensitive to any price increase for p p a i d  calling cards; 
approximately 43% o f  Latino households usethem. Indeed, half of  the households with incomes 
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. Pre-paid calling cards are so prevdent in part because 
they save consumers money. 

With gas and milk prices alioady holding fixed and low income consumers hostage, we should 
not be faced with rising telephone senrice costs as well. In particular, meny low-income 
households who are on fad incomes depend entirely upon prepaid service because they CaMot 
meet the credit rating or hefty deposit requirements that J o d  phone companies insist upon before 
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can make calIs h m  payphones or the telephones 
of family members and neighbors. We can use these cards to stay “ c o r l n ~ ~  as we look for 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the other daily appointments that we all have. 

I simply find it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new chargk and fees on these cards. 
Some of the nation’s largest telephone companies would be the largest beneficiaries of such 
charges. The FCC should stand up for consmner iate- over e0t;Pomte gain by keeping 
affordable prepaid calling cards a priority. ’ 

Commissioner ffirhleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathaa Adclstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congresspus00 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W, 
Washington, DC 20554 

Chairman Powell: 

The FCC should n d  impose new access charges and fbes upon prepaid calling cards. Ifyou 
move to increase the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the cost for minority or . 
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their communities, 

The Latino community is particularly sensitive to any price increase. for'pre-paid calling car&, 
approximately 43% of Latino housebokls use them. Indeed, half ofthe households witb incomes 
below $20,000 have used prepaidtards. Pre-paid calling cards are so prevalent in part because 
they save constuners money. 

With gas and milk prices already bolding fixed and low income consumers hostage, we should 
not be faced with rising telephone service costs as well. In particuIw, many low-income 
households who are on faced incomes depend entirely upon prepaid seavice because they cannot 
meet the credit rating or hefty deposit requirements that local pbone companies insist upon W o r n  
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can make calls from payphones or the telephones 
of famiIy members md neighbors. We can use thwe cards to stay " ~ o ~ e c t e d "  as we look fa 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the other daily appoheots  that we all haw. 

I simply find it unimaginable that the IFCC would impose new charges and fees on these cards. 
Some of the nation's largest telephone companies would be the Iargest beneficiaries of such 
charges. The FCC should stand up for consumer interests over &prate gain by keeping 
affordable prepxiid calling cards a priority. 

Sincerely, 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abernatby 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner J0~atha1.1 Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 

.-Congressperson 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: W C  Docket NO. 03-133 

Chairman Powell: 

The FCC should not impose new access charges and fGes upon prepaid calling cards. If you 
move to increase the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the cost for minority or 
disadvantaged individuals io stay in touch in their communjties. 

The Latino community is particularly sensitive to any price hcrease for prepaid calling cards, 
approximately 43% of Latino househoids use them. Indeed, half of the households witb incomes 
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. Pre-paid Calbg c d s  are so prevalent in part because 
they save consumers money. 

With gas and milk prices already holding fixed and tow income consumers hostage, we should 
not be fapd with rising telephone service costs as well. In particular, many low-income 
households who are on fixed incomes depend entirely upon prepaid stnrice because they cannot 
meet the credit rating or hefty deposit requiremmts that local phone companies insist upon before 
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can make calls &om payphones or the telephones 
of family members and neighbors. We a n  use these cards to stay "md" as w e  look for 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the other daily appointments that we all have. 

I simply find it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges and fees on these cards. 
Some of the natjon's largest telephone companies would be the largest beneficiaries of such 
charges. The FCC should stand up for consumer interests over Poiporote gain by keeping 
affordable prepaid caning cards a priority, 

Sincerely, 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin . 
Commissioner Jomtl~an Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congrcsspmon 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
F c d e d  Communications Commission 
445 12th streeg S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: W C  Docket No. 03-133 

Chainnan Powell: 

The FCC should not impose new access charges and hs upon prepaid d i n g  car&, If you 
move to hicrease the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the cost for mino* or 
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their communities. 

The Latino community is particularly sensitive to any price increase for pre-paid calling cards; 
approximately 43% of Latino households use them. Indeed, half of the households with incomes 
below $20,006 have used prepaid cards. Prepaid calling cards are so prevalent in part because 
they save consumers money. 

With gas nand milk prices already holding fured and low income consumers hostage, we should 
not be faced with rising telephone service costs as well, In padcular, many low-income 
households who are on frxed incomes depend entirely upon prepaid service because they cannot 
meet the credit rating or hefly deposit requirements that local pbme companies insist upon before 
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, con sum^ can make calls fidm payphones or the telephones 
of family members and neighbors. We can use these cards to stay ’konn&ed” as we look for 
jobs, hwt for houses, OT schedule many of the other daily appointments that we all baw. 

I simply find it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges and fees on these cards. 
Some of the nation’s largest elephone companies would be the largest bendiciarks of such 
charges. The FCC should stand up for consumer intereats over car’pomte gain by keeping 
affordable prepaid calling cards a priom. 

Sincerely, 

as: commissioner Michael ~ p p s  
Commissioner Katblm Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstcin 
Senator 
Senator 
Cangresspeml 
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July 7, 2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th stre&< S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 I 

Chairman Powell: 

The'FCC should not impose new access charges and fees upon prepaid calling cards. If you 
move to i n m e  the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the cost for minority or 
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their communities. 

1 The Latino community is particularly sensitive to any price increase for pre-paid calling car&, 
approximately 43% of Latino households use them. Indeed, half of the households with incomes 
below $20,000 have uscd prepaid cards. Pre-paid calling c a d s  are so p d e n t  in part because 
they save consumers money. 

With gas and milk prices altcady holding fved and low income consumers hostage, we should 
not be faced with rising telephone service costs as well. In particular, many low-income 

1 households who are on fared incomes depend entirely upon prepaid service because they cannot 
meet the credit rating or hefty deposit requirements that Jocal phone companies insist upon before 
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can make calls I b m  payphones or the telcphones 
of family members and neighbors. We can use these cards to stay "comected'' as we look for 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many ofthe other daily appointments that we all have. 

I simply find it unimaginable that the PCC would impose new charges and fees on these cards. 
Some of the nation's largest telephone companies would be the largest beneficiaries of such 
chargcs. The FCC sbonld stand mp for consumer interests over coiporate gaim by keeping 
affordable prepaid calljag cards a priority. 

ccs; Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissionc?r Kathleed Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 

Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 

m 0 2 1  
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commissjon 
445 12th St~mt, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

Latino and other minority communities rely upon low-cost telecommunications services to 
accomplish many every day tasks, from looking for a job or dfordable housing to staying in , 
touch with family and &ends. But pending befiore the FCC is a proposal that would introduce 
new charges and fees upon services upon which we depend, immediately harming millions of 
Latinos and other consumers nationwide. 

I understand that the FCC is  considering applying "in-state" access Charges and ather fees on 
certain prepaid k111,hg card services. Many Latinos, particularly those on fmed incomes or those 
establishing a credit history, bank acoounts and other means necessary to subscrile to local 
telephone service, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to stay connected at set affordable rates. 
Students, immigrants, senior citizens, and others face similar challenges. 

As a result, prepaid c a h g  cards are the onIy option available - without them, many collsumers 
could, quite literally, be left without access to telephone service. Ftakling the price of prepaid 
calling cards will directly harm individuals who can least afford price increases. 

Jrnposing in-mite charges would amount to a substantial increase in the cost of prepaid calls, 
destroying tbe utiliry of CalIing cards to disadvantaged consumers. A I l M g  the large, local 
telephone companies to cokct such charges, even when they do not sell the calling card to a 
customer, would drive up prices; thus making these services substantially fess affbrdable. Please 
look out for consumers and refuse to impose new access charges and fees on prepaid calling card 
services. 

Sincerely, $ 

Commissioner Katbfeen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket NO. 03-133 

Chairman Powell: 

The FCC should not impose ACW access charges and fees upon prepaid &g cards. Ifyou 
move to increase the cost ofthese cards, you will simply drive up the cost for minority or 
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their communities. 

The Latino community is particularly sensitive to any prkc increase for prepaid calling cards; 
approximately 43% of Latino households use them. Indeed, half of the households with incomes 
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. Prepaid calling cards are so prevalent in part because 
they save consumers money. 

With gas and milk prices already holding fimd and low income consumers hostage, we should 
aot be faced with rising telephone service costs as well. Ia particular, many low-hcom0 
households who are on f k d  incomes depend entirely upon prepaid service because they caunot 
meet the credit rating or hefty deposit requiremenzs that l d  phone companies insist upon before 
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumws can m&c calls h m  payphones or the telephones 
of family members and neighbors. We can use these a d s  to stay ‘ ‘ conndn  as we look for 
jobs, hunt for houses, M schedule many o f  the othq daily appointments that we all have. 

I simply find it u n i m m l e  that the FCC would impose new charges and fees on these cards. 
Some of the nation’s largest telephone companies would be the largest beneficiaries of such 
charges. The K C  should stand up for consumer interests over coiporate gain by keeping 
affordabk prepaid caning carda I priority. 

Sincerely, 

ccs: Commissioner Miohaekdpps 
Commissioner KatlxIeen Abernathy 
Cornmissioner Kevin Marbin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelsteia 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 
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July 7, 2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Comrnissiod 
44s 12th street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE:.WC DocketNo. 03-133 

Chairman Powell: 

The FCC should not impose ncw access ckgcs  and fees upon prepaid calling cards. Ifyou 
move to increase the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the 00St for minority or 
disadvantaged h&viduals to stay in touch in thek communities. 

The Latino community is particularly sensitive to any price increase for prepaid calling cards; 
approximately 43% of Latino households use them. Indeed, half of the households with incomes 
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. be-paid calling cards are so prevalent in part because 
they save cgllsumers money. 

With gas and milk prices already holding fixed and low income consumm hostage, w e  should 
not be faced with rising telephone service costs as well. In particular, many low-income 
households who are on fnred incomes depend entirely upon prtpsid service because they cannot 
meet the credit rating or hefty deposit requirements that local phone companies insist upon before 
getting a phone. Witb prepaid cards, consumers can make calls hna payphones or the telephones 
of family members and neighbors. We c a ~ l  use the& cards to stay uconnected" as we look for 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the other daily appointments that we all have. 

I simply find it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges and fees on these cards. 
Some of the nation's I a r j p t  telephone companies would be the largest beneficiaries of such 
charges. The FCC should sbmd up for consumer interests over &iporate gain by keeping 
affordable prepaid caJling cards a priority- 

cos: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Micbael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE; WC Docket NO. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powelk 

Latino and other minority cOmmunitJs rely upon rw-cast ttmcommunj&tionr services ta 
accomplish many every day tasks, from loolring for a job or affordable housing to staying in 
touch with family and eends. But pending befme the FCC is a propod that would introduce 
new charges and fees upon services upon which we depend, immediately harming millions of 
Latinos and other consumers nationwide. 

I understand that the FCC is consi,dering applying "b-state" access charges and other fses on 
certain prepaid calling card services. Many Latinos, particularJy'tbose on fured incomes or those 
establishing a credit history, bank accounts and other means necessary to subscn'be to local 
telephune service, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to stay connected at set affordable rates. 
Students, immigrants, seuior c i h s ,  and others face s h i l a r  challenges. 

As a r ~ u l t ,  prepaid calIing cards are the only option available -without them, many consumers 
could, quite literally, be left without access to telephone sem*ce- =sing the price of prepaid 
calling cards will d i r d y  harm individuals who can least afford price increases. 

Imposing in-state charges would amount to a substantial increase in the cost of pepaid calls, 
destroying tbe utility of calling cards to disadvantaged consumers. Allowing the large, local 
telephone companies to collect such charges, even when they do not sell the calling card to a 
customer, would drive up prices; thus making these sewices subsrantially less effotdable. Please 
look out for consumers and refuse to impose new access charges and fees on prepaid calling card 
services. - 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abcrnatby 
Cornmissioaer Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

' RE: W C  Docket NO. 03-133 

Chairman Powell: 

@J 001 

1 

The FCC should not impose new access charges and fees upan prepaid calling cards. If you 
move to increase the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the cost for minority or 
disadvmged individuals to stay in touch in their Contmunities. 

The Latino community is parbcularly sensithe to any price hcrease for prepaid calling cads; 
approximately 43% of Latino households use them. Indeed, half of rhe households with incomes 
betow $20,000 have used prepaid cards. Pre-paid calling cards are so F a l e n t  in part because 
they save consumers money. 

With gas and milk' prices already holding fmed and low income consumers hostage, we should 
not be faced with rising telephone service costs as well. In particular, many low-income 
households who are on fmed incomes depend entirely upon prepaid krvice because they cannot 
meet the credit rating or hefty deposit requirements that local phone companies insist upon before 
getting a phone. With prepaid wds, consumers can make calls fjrdm payphones or the tdephones 
of family members and neighbors, We can use these cards to stay Hccmnccttdn as we look fix 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the other daity appointments that we all have, 

I simply f u d  it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges and fees on these cards. 
Some of the nation's largest.te16phone companies would be the largest beneficses of such 
charges. The FCC should stand up for consumer interests over coipomte gain by keeping 
affordable prepaid calling cards a priority. 

$ incerely, 

ccs: " Commissioner Michael copps 
Comisdoner Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 
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July 7,2004 

Chaman Michael Powell 
Faded Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Chairman Powell: 

The FCC should not impose new access charges and fees upon prepaid calling wds. If you 
move to increase the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the cost for minority or 

, disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their unnmmities. 

The Latino community is particularly sensitive to any price hncrease for prt-paid calling cards; 
approximately 43% o f  Latino households use hem. Indeed, half of the households with incomes 
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. Pre-paid calling cards are so prevalent in part because 
they save consumers money. 

With gas and milk prices already holding fuied and low income consumers hostage, we should 
not be faced with rising telephone service costs as well. In particular, many low-income 
households who are on fixed incomes depend entirely upan prepaid sewice becape taey cannot 
meet the credit rating or hefty deposit requirements that local phone mmpanies'insist upon before 
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can make calls fioin payphones or the telephones 
of Eamily members aad neighbors. We can we these cards to stay "comected" as we look for 
jobs, hunt for bouses, or schedule many ofthe other daily appointments that w e  all have. 

I simply find it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new chargk tund fees on these cards. 
Some of the nation's largest telephone companies would be the largest beneficiaries of such 
charges. The FCC 8houId sbnd up for consumer interests over coipomte gain by keeping 
affordable prepaid W i n g  cards a prior&. 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Af~ernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jomthaa Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 
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Jdy 7,2004 

chairmaa Michael: Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC DocketNo. 03-133 

Chairman Powell: 

The FCC should not impose new access charges and fees upon prepaid calling cards. Ifyau 
move to increase the cost ofthese cards, you will simply drive up the cost for minority or 
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their communities. 

The Latino community is particularly sensitive to any price increase for we-paid d i n g  car&; 
approximately 43% of Lgtino households u s  them. hdeed, half of the households with incomes 
below $20,000 have used jmpaid cards. F’rc-paid calling cards ate SO prevalent in part because 
they save consumers money, 

With gas and milk prices already holding fkxed and low hcome consumers hostage, we should 
not be faced with rising telephone sewice costs as well. In particular, many low-income 
households who are on fkwd incomes depend entirely upon prepaid service because they cannot 
meet the credit rating or hefty deposit requirements that I d  phone companies insist upon befbre 
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can make calls &om payphones or the telephones 
of family members and nei&?xm. W e  win use these cards to stay “connected” as we look for 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the other &ly appoinnrients that we all hava. 

I simply fmd it unimaginable that theeFCC would impose new charges and fees on these cards. 
Some ofthe nation’s largest telephone companies would be the largea beneficiaries of such ’ 

charges, The FCC should stand up for comnmtr interests over colporate gain by keeping 
atrodable prepaid d n g  cards a priorftp. 

Sincerely, 

3-L ccs: Commiss ner 

Commissioner 
Commissioner 
Commissioner 
Senator 
Senator 
Congresspersoa 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman. Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

Latino and other minority communJrlzs rely upon lsw-cost telecommunications services to 
accomplish many every day tasks, from looking for ajob or affordable housing to staying in 
touch with family and fiends. But pending before the FCC is a proposal that would introduce 
new charges and fees upon services upon which we depend, immediately harming millions of 
Latinos and other consumers nationwide. 

I understand that the FCC is considering applying ''jn-stats" access charges and other fees on 
certain prepaid calling caTd services. Many Latinos, particularly those on fured incomes. or those 
establishing a credit history, bank accounts and other means necessary to subsmie to local 
relephone service, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to stay connected at set affordable rates. 
Students, immigrants, senior cjtizens, and others face similar challenges. 

As a result, prepaid calling cards are the only option available - without them, many consumers 
could, quite literally, be lea without access to telephone sewice. Raising the pn'ce ofprepaid 
calling cards will directly hann individuals who can lcast afford price increases. 

Tmposing in-state charges would amount to a substantial increase in the cost of prepaid calls, 
destroying the utility of calling cards io disadvantaged consumers. AIlowing 'the large, local 
telephone companies lo collect such cbarges, even wben tbcy do not sell the calling card to a 
customer; would drive up prices; thus making these services substantially less affardable, Please 
look out for consumers /' I and refuse to im- access charges and fees on prepaid calling card 

ccs: Commissioner Michael CORPS 
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commksioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
St?lUtCU 
Cotigressperson 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 . 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-1 33 

Dear Chairman Powell, 

I am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid oalling card’ 
services. 

Minorities, low-income b i l i c s ,  senior citizens, immigrants, college students and mi l i tq  
families rely upon calling card services for a variety of n d .  Many of these consumers do not 
have a credit history, bank accounts, or the m e a ~ s  to pay a large deposit for local telephone ‘ 
service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the onIy option they have to stay c k e c t e d  
- to make phone calls to Jook for a job, for affordable bowing, make a doctor’s appointment, or 
stay in touch with famiry and fiiemds. These cards offer convenience and predictable GO* as 
there are no hidden fees or charges. In economicaliy disadvantaged areas, consumers Iiteralfy 
risk being disconnected ifthe prices of tbese cards increase. Prepaid calling cards are 
indispensable to consumer groups because they are an affordable ahemative to regular and 
wireless telephone services. 

But such price hikes are prtcisdy what the FCC will do if it inflicts new %-state” access charges 
and other fees on prepaid ‘cards, The fees would funnel directly to large Id telephone 
companies while the burden would fall squarely u p  those consumers that can least afford to 
bear it 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone mmpanies will substantially incredse the per 
minute charges on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing the benefits Latino and other communities gain 
from these services. Please stop any effort to raise rates on American consumers and decide that 
these services are not subject to the exorbitant new access charges and d e r  fees. 

CCS; commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissionex Kathleen Abem~thy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 



07/15/2004 13:39 FAX 

July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 

Washington, DC 20554 
445 12th street, S.W. 

R E  WC D ~ ~ k e t ” o .  03-133 

Chairman Powell: 

The FCC should not impose new access charges and fees upon prepaid d i n g  cards. Ifyau 
move to increase the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the cost for minority or 
disadvantaged individuals to stay in tobch in their communities. 

The Latino community is particuIar€y sensitive to any price increase fa pre-paid calling cards; 
approximately 43% of Latino households use them. Indeed, half ofthe househoIds with incomes 
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. Pre-paid d i n g  cards are so prevalent h part because 
they save consumers money. 

With gas and milk prices already h o h g  fked and Iow income consumers hostage, we should 
not be faced with rising telephone service costs as well. In particular, many low-income 
househoIds who are on fmed incomes depend entjrely upon prepaid ,sewice because they camid 
meet the credit rating or hefty deposit requirements that local phone cornpaaies insist upoa before 
getting a phone. With prepaid cards> consumers can make calls &om payphones or the telwhones 
o f b i l y  members and neighbm. W e  can use these cards to stay ‘ k o n n d ~  as we look for 
jobs, hunt fbr houses, or schedule many of the othq dal-ly appointments that we all have. 

I simply find it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges and fees on these cards. 
Some of the nation’s largest telephone companies would be the largest beneficiaries of such 
charges. The FCC sbodd stand up for cotlsumce interests over dpomte gain by keeping 
affordabIe prepaid calling arda a prSarity. 

Sincerely, 

ccs; Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abemdy 
Commissionu Kevin Martin 
Commissionor Jonathan Adektein 
SfXlatOr 
Senator 
Congressperson 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
44s 12th street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

Chniman Powell: 

The FCC should not impose new access charges ahd fees upon prepaid calling cards. If you 
move to increase the cost of these d s ,  you will simply drive up the cost for xnmosity or . 
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their communitieS. 

The Latino community is particularly sensitive to any pnce increase f& pre-pdd calling cards, 
approximately 43% o f  Latino households use them. Xndetd, hatf ofthe households with incomes 
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. Pre-paid calling cards are so prevalent in part because 
they save consumers money. 

With gas and mi& prices already holding fared and low income consumers hostage, we should 
not be faced with rising telephone sexvice costs as well. In pdcular, many low-income 
households who are on fixed incomes depend entirely upon prepaid service becausethey  annat 
meet the credit rating or hefty deposit requirements thai local phone companies ‘insist upon before 
getting a phone. With prcpaid cards, consumers canmake calls i?om payphones or the telephones 
of family members and neighbors. W e  can use theie 4 s  to stay “connected” as we look for 
jobs, bunt fir houses, or schedule many ofthe d w  d a y  appoimments that we all  have. 

1 simply find it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges and fkes on these cards. 
Some ofthe nation’s largest telephone companies would be the largest beneficimies oiswh 
chargw. The FCC should &and up for consumer inten& over coiponte gain by keephg 
affordable prepaid calling cards a priority. 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleea Abemaihy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner J o d a n  Adelstein 
S e n e  
Senator 
Congresspcm 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket NO. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell, 

1 am witing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid calling card 
senrices. 

Minorities, low-home families, senior citizens, immigrants, college students and miliw 
families rely upon calling w d  sen4ces for a variely ofneeds. Many of tbese consumers do not 
have a credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large deposit for local telephone 
service. For these consumers, 3 prepaid card may be the only option they have to stay connected 
- to make phone calls to look for a job, for affordable housing, make a doctor's appointment, or 
stay in touch with family and friends. These cards offer convenience and predictable cost, as 
there are no hidden fees or charges. In economically disadvantaged areas, consumers literally 
risk being disconnected ifthe prices of these cards increase. Prepaid calling oards am 
indispensable to consumer p u p s  because they are an affordable altanatiVe to regular and 
wireless ~elephone services. 

. 

But such pice hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new "in-state" acoess charges 
and otber fees on pre-paid cards. The fees would fuTlneI directly to large local telephone 
companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those consumers that can least mord to 
bear it. 

Adding access charges to be paid 10 local telephone companies will substantially increase the per 
minute charges on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing the benefiits Latino and other communities gain 
from these sm'ces .  Please stop any effort ta raise rates on h e t i c a n  collsumers and decide that 
these services are not subject to the exorbitant new access charge+ and other ftes. 

, 

c'cs; Commissioner Micbael Cows 
Cammissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell. 
Federal Communicatiom Commission 
445 12th s w  S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: W C  Docket No. 03-133 

Cbairman Powell: 

The FCC should not imposo new a o c e ~  charges and fees upon prepaid calling cards. Ifyou 
move to increase the cost of these cards, you will simpfy drive up the cost for minority or 
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their communities. 

The Latino community is particularly sensitive to any price increase for pre-paid calling cards; 
approximately 43% of btino households use them. Indeed, balf oftbe househo~ds with incomes 
below $20,000 have used prepaid mds. Prepaid calling cards ate sa prevalent in part because 
they save consumers money. 

With gas and milk prices already holding fixed and low income consumers hostage, we should 
not be faced witb rising telephone service costs as well. In particular, many low-inmme 
households who are on fixed incomes depend entidy upcm prepaid service because they cannot 
meet the credit rating or hefty deposit requirements that local phone companies insist upon More 
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can make calls h m  payphones or the telephones 
o f  family members and neighbors. We can use these cards to stay “connected” as we look for 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the ather daily appointments that we all have. 

I simply find it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges and fees on these cards. 
Some ofthe nation’s largest telephone companies would be the largest beneficiaries of such 
charges, The FCC ahodd stand up for consumer S a t e d  over corporate gs~h by keeping 
atYordablb prepaid calling cards a phrity. 

ccs: Cammissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelst& 
Senator 
Senator 
Congresspenon 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 

Washington, DC 20554 
445 12th street, S.W. 

RE: WC Docket NO. 03-133 

Chairman Powell: 

The FCC should not impose new access charges and fees upon prepaid calling cards. If you 
move to increase the cost o f  these OBfdS, you'will simply drive up the cost for ininority or 
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their commwitieS. 

The Latino community is particularly sensitive to any price increase for pre-paid calling cards; 
approximately 43% of Latho households use them. Indeed, half of the houseboIds with incomes 
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards- Pre-paid calling cards are so pvalent in part because 
they save consumers money. 

With gas and milk prices already holding fixed and low income consumers hostage, we should 
not be faced with rising telephone service costs as well. In particular, many low-incame 
households who are on fixed incmaes depend entirtly upon pmpid senrice because they cannot 
meet the credit rating or hefty deposit requirements hat local phone qnnpauies insist upon before 
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can make calls h m  payphanes or the telephones 
of famiry members and neighbors. We can use these cards to stay "connected" as we look for 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the other daily appointme&s that we all have. 

I simply frnd it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges and fees on these carrfs. 
Some of the nation's largest telephone companies would be the largest beneficides of such 
charges. The FCC should stand up for consumer inter- mer coolporate gain by keeping 
affordable prepaid calling cards a priority. 

S iocerely, 

9 w  +ivLlc**g &m'ssioner Commissioner Kevin Kathleen Martin Abemtby 

Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Sefiator 
Congresspenon 
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July 7,2004 

Chainnan Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket NO. 03-133 

Chairman Powell: 

The FCC should not impose new access charges and fees upon prepaid calling cards. If you 
move t o  increase the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the cost for minority or 
disadvantaged individuals 00 stay in touch in their communities. - 

The Latho community is particularly sensitive to any price increase for pre-paid calling cards; 
approximately 43% of Latino households use them- Indeed, half of the households with incomes 
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. he-paid calling cards are so prevalent in part because 
they save consumers money. 

With gas and milk prices already holding fixed and Iow income consumers hostage, we should 
not be faced with rising telephone sedce costs as welI, In particular, many low-income 
households who are on f d  incomes depend entirely upon prepaid sewice because they cannot 
meet the credit rating or hefty deposit requirements that local phone companies insist upon befm 
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can make calls from payphones or the telephones 
of family members and neighbors. W e  can use these cards to stay ‘‘corn+’’ as we look for 
jobs, hunt for houses, w schedule many of the other daily appointments that we all have. 

I simply find it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges and fees on these cards. 
Some of the nation’s largest telephone companies would be the large? beneficiaries of such 
charges. The FCC should stand up for comsumer interests over cbiporate gain by keeping 
affordable prepaid calling cards st priority. 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelmin 
scnator 
Senator 
Congressperson 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE WC Docket No. 03-133 

Chairman Powell: 

The PCC should not impose new acccss charges and Res upon prepaid calling cards, Ifyou 
move to increase the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the cost for mbority or 
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in tbeir commUnities. 

The Latino community is patticularly sensitive to any price increase for pre-paid calling cards; 
approximately 43% of Latino households use them. Indeed, half of the households with income& 
below ,%20,000 have used prepaid cards. Prepaid call@ cards are so prevalent in part because 
they save tonsumern money. 

With gas and milk prices already holding fixed and low income emmers hostage, we should 
not be faced with rising telephone sewice costs as well. In particular, many low-income 
households who are on fixed incomes depend entirely upon prepaid Seryice because they cannot 
meet the credit rating or hefty deposit requirements that local phone companies insist upon before 
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, cons'umers cau make calls fiom payphones or the tdephones 
of family members and neighbors. W e  can use these cards to stay "coxmected" as we look for 
jobs, bunt fm houses, or schedule many of the other daily appointments that we all have. 

Y simply find It mimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges and b s  on these cards. 
Some of the nation's largest telephone companies w d d  be the largest beneficiaries of such 
charges. The FCC should stand up for consumer interests over coipomte gain by keeping 
affordable prepaid d i n g  cards a priority. 

Siocerely, 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Cows 
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner K;cvin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan AdeIsteh 
Senator 
Senator 
Conpsspersoa 
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July 7,2004 

I 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 

Washington, DC 20554 
445 12th streg S.W. 

companies while the burden would fall square; 
bear it, 

RE: W C  Docket No. 03-133 

minute charges on prc-paid calls, jeopardizing 
fiom these services. PIease stop any effort to I 
these s m k e s  are not subject to the exorbitant 

Dear Chairman Powell, 

Sincerely, 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
SfXL3tOr 
SWasOr 
'Congressperson 

are an affordable dtemative to regular and 

' will do i f  it inflicts new "in-state" access charges 
d funnel directly to large 1 4  telephone 
upon those mnsu~ers that can least afford to 

one companies will substantially increase the per 
le benefm Latino and other communities gain 
ise rates on American consumers and decide tfua 
.ew access charges and other fees. 
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July 7,2004 

Chainman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th street, s,w. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: W C  Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell, 

I am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on piepaid callkg card 
services. 

Minorities, Iow-income families, senior citizens, immigrants, CoIlege students and military 
fitmilies rely upon calling card services for a vwkty of needs. Marry of these consumers do not 
have a credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large deposit for local telephone 
service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only option they have to stay connected 
- to make phone calls to look for a job, for af’fbrdable housing, makc a doctor’s appointment, or 
s h y  in touch with family and friends. These cards off= convenience and predictable wst, as 
there are no hidden fees or charges. In economically disadvantaged areas, consumers literally 
risk being disconnected iftbe prices of these cards increase. Prepaid csIling cards  re 
indispensable to consumer groups because they are an affordable alternative to regular and 
wireless telephone services. 

But such price hikes are preciscly what the FCC will do if it inflicts new “in-state” access charges 
and other fees on pre-paid cards. The fws would funnel directly to large local telephone 
companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those consumtrs that can least afford to 
beat it, 

Adding access charges to be paid to local teIephone companies will substantially increase the per 
minute charges on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing the benefits Latino and other communities gain 
&om these services. Please stop any e% to raise rates on American conamem and decide that 
these services are not subject to the exorbitant new access charges and other fees. 

Sincerely, 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Marti0 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Cbmrnissioo 
445 12th straet, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket NO. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell, 

I am writing tQ ask that the FCC not jmposc new hidden charges and fees on prepaid dling card 
services. . 

Minorities, low-income families, senior citizens, immigrants, collage students and military 
families rely upon calling card services for a variety of needs. Many ofthese wnswm do not 
have a credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large deposit for local telephone 
service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be tbe only option tbey have to stay connected 
- to  make phone cab b loak for a job, for affordable housing, make a doctor's appointment, or 
stay in touch with family and friends. These cards offer convenience and predicrable cost, as 
there are no hidden h s  or charges, In economically disadvantaged areas, consumers literdry 
risk being disconnected if the pncm of these cards increase. Prepaid calling &ads are 
indispensable to commcr groups because they are an affordable akmatwe ' toregularand 
wireless telephone services. 

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new "in-state" access charges 
and other fees on pn-paid cards. The fees would funnel directly to large local telephone 
companies while the burden would fall squarely upon tbose consumm that can least afford to 
bear it. 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will mWtia lb  increase the per 
minute charges on prepaid calls, jeopardizing the h e f i t s  Mho and other communities gain 
fiom these services. Please stop any effort to raise rates on American  consumer^ and decide that 
these services are not subject to the exorbitant new access charges and otbez fees. 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner K d e t n  Ahat try  
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 


